
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES9256 September 8, 2006 
and to the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 564—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 13, 2006, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL CELIAC DISEASE 
AWARENESS DAY’’ 

Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 563 

Whereas celiac disease affects 2,200,000 peo-
ple in the United States, including 1 in 133 
healthy people; 

Whereas celiac disease is an intolerance to 
gluten, a protein found in wheat, rye, oats, 
and barley, as well as some medicines and vi-
tamins; 

Whereas exposure to gluten damages the 
villi of the small intestine, interfering with 
the absorption of nutrients in food; 

Whereas celiac disease is an autoimmune 
disorder and a malabsorption disease; 

Whereas celiac disease is a genetic disease, 
with 1 in 22 people having a first-degree rel-
ative with celiac disease; 

Whereas the average length of time it 
takes for a symptomatic person to be diag-
nosed with celiac disease is 11 years; 

Whereas celiac disease is often 
misdiagnosed and underdiagnosed due to the 
fact that symptoms can be attributed to 
other conditions and many doctors are not 
very knowledgeable about the disease; 

Whereas, according to a study, 60 percent 
of children and 41 percent of adults diag-
nosed with celiac disease were asymp-
tomatic; 

Whereas celiac disease is diagnosed 
through tests measuring the blood for abnor-
mally high levels of the antibodies of 
immunoglobulin A, anti-tissue 
transglutaminase, and IgA anti-endomysium 
antibodies; 

Whereas celiac disease is treated by fol-
lowing a gluten-free diet; 

Whereas damage to the small intestine 
leads to an increased risk for malnutrition, 
anemia, lymphoma and adenocarcinoma, 
osteoporosis, miscarriage and congenital 
malformation, and short stature; 

Whereas celiac disease is linked to many 
autoimmune disorders, including thyroid 
disease, systemic lupus erythematosus, type 
1 diabetes, liver disease, collagen vascular 
disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and Sjögren’s 
syndrome; 

Whereas the connection between celiac dis-
ease and diet was first established by Dr. 
Samuel Gee, who was born on September 13, 
1839; 

Whereas the Senate is an institution that 
can raise awareness in the general public and 
the medical community of celiac disease: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 13, 2006, as ‘‘Na-

tional Celiac Disease Awareness Day’’; 
(2) recognizes that all people of the United 

States should become more informed and 
aware of celiac disease; 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe the date with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities; and 

(4) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Celiac Sprue Association, the 
American Celiac Society, the Celiac Disease 
Foundation, the Gluten Intolerance Group of 
North America, and the Oklahoma Celiac 
Support Group. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 564—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 10 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 16, 2006, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL POLYCYSTIC KID-
NEY DISEASE AWARENESS 
WEEK’’ AND SUPPORTING THE 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF A NA-
TIONAL POLYCYSTICK KIDNEY 
DISEASE AWARENESS WEEK TO 
RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS AND 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE IM-
PACT POLYCYSTIC KIDNEY DIS-
EASE HAS ON PATIENTS AND 
FUTURE GENERATIONS OF 
THEIR FAMILIES 

Mr. DEWINE (for himself and Mr. 
KOHL) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 564 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease (known 
as ‘‘PKD’’) is the most prevalent life-threat-
ening genetic disease in the United States, is 
a severe, dominantly inherited disease that 
has a devastating impact, in both human and 
economic terms, on people of all ages, and 
affects equally people of all races, sexes, na-
tionalities, geographic locations, and income 
levels; 

Whereas, based on prevalence estimates by 
the National Institutes of Health, it is esti-
mated that about 600,000 patients in the 
United States have a genetic inheritance 
from 1 or both parents called polycystic kid-
ney disease, and that countless additional 
friends, loved ones, spouses, and caregivers 
must shoulder the physical, emotional, and 
financial burdens that polycystic kidney dis-
ease causes; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease, for 
which there is no cure, is 1 of the 4 leading 
causes of kidney failure in the United States; 

Whereas the vast majority of polycystic 
kidney disease patients reach kidney failure 
at an average age of 53, causing a severe 
strain on dialysis and kidney transplan-
tation resources and on the delivery of 
health care in the United States, as the larg-
est segment of the population of the United 
States, the ‘‘baby boomers’’, continues to 
age; 

Whereas end stage renal disease is one of 
the fastest growing components of the Medi-
care budget, and polycystic kidney disease 
contributes to that cost by an estimated 
$2,000,000,000 annually for dialysis, kidney 
transplantation, and related therapies; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a sys-
temic disease that causes damage to the kid-
ney and the cardiovascular, endocrine, he-
patic, and gastrointestinal organ systems 
and instills in patients a fear of an unknown 
future with a life-threatening genetic disease 
and apprehension over possible genetic dis-
crimination; 

Whereas the severity of the symptoms of 
polycystic kidney disease and the limited 
public awareness of the disease causes many 
patients to live in denial and forego regular 
visits to their physicians or to avoid fol-
lowing good health management which 
would help avoid more severe complications 
when kidney failure occurs; 

Whereas people who have chronic, life- 
threatening diseases like polycystic kidney 
disease have a predisposition to depression (7 
times the national average) and its resultant 
consequences due to their anxiety over pain, 
suffering, and premature death; 

Whereas the Senate and taxpayers of the 
United States desire to see treatments and 
cures for disease and would like to see re-
sults from investments in research con-
ducted by the National Institutes of Health 

and from such initiatives as the NIH Road-
map to the Future; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a 
verifiable example of how collaboration, 
technological innovation, scientific momen-
tum, and public-private partnerships can 
generate therapeutic interventions that di-
rectly benefit polycystic kidney disease suf-
ferers, save billions of Federal dollars under 
Medicare, Medicaid, and other programs for 
dialysis, kidney transplants, 
immunosuppressant drugs, and related 
therapies, and make available several thou-
sand openings on the kidney transplant wait-
ing list; 

Whereas improvements in diagnostic tech-
nology and the expansion of scientific 
knowledge about polycystic kidney disease 
have led to the discovery of the 3 primary 
genes that cause polycystic kidney disease 
and the 3 primary protein products of the 
genes and to the understanding of cell struc-
tures and signaling pathways that cause cyst 
growth that has produced multiple poly-
cystic kidney disease clinical drug trials; 

Whereas there are thousands of volunteers 
nationwide who are dedicated to expanding 
essential research, fostering public aware-
ness and understanding of polycystic kidney 
disease, educating polycystic kidney disease 
patients and their families about the disease 
to improve their treatment and care, pro-
viding appropriate moral support, and en-
couraging people to become organ donors; 
and 

Whereas these volunteers engage in an an-
nual national awareness event held during 
the third week of September and such a week 
would be an appropriate time to recognize 
National Polycystic Kidney Disease Week: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 10 through Sep-

tember 16, 2006, as ‘‘National Polycystic Kid-
ney Disease Awareness Week’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness 
Week to raise public awareness and under-
standing of polycystic kidney disease (known 
as ‘‘PKD’’); 

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search into a cure for polycystic kidney dis-
ease; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States and interested groups to support Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Awareness Week 
through appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties to promote public awareness of poly-
cystic kidney disease and to foster under-
standing of the impact of the disease on pa-
tients and their families. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4922. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. BIDEN, and Mr. 
LIEBERMAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
4954, to improve maritime and cargo security 
through enhanced layered defenses, and for 
other purposes. 

SA 4923. Mr. ISAKSON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 4954, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4922. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, 
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. BIDEN, 
and Mr. LIEBERMAN) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 4954, to improve 
maritime and cargo security through 
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